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O Abstract

“Accidental Solidarity in the Essentialization of the Other”

The Gendered Politics of Ban Damunhwa and Anti-Refugee Sentiments

in South Korea
Jun, EuyRyung(Dept. of Archaeology and Cultural Anthropology, Jeonbuk National University)

This article examines the social uproar against Yemeni refugees who arrived in
Jeju in 2018 within its continuity with the affect of ban damunbwa (the
anti-immigrant sentiment) that emerged since the mid 2000s and shows how the
former is a complex intensification of the latter’s right wing populism. If the
discourse of ban damunbhwa has been mobilizing the co-constitutive dichotomy of
“migrant men as sex offenders” and “Korean women as victims” thus reproducing
rightist anxieties and fear, the same anxieties were projected upon the Yemeni
refugees bringing together different groups of people including women who
identified themselves in various positions. If the discourse of ban damunhwa
redefined the “rape against women” as the rape of the nation or of the state
mobilizing it as an index to the imagined reversal of power relation between
Koreans and migrants and calling for the intervention of the strong state, the
demand of safety (from refugees) in the name of “women as mothers” resulted in
the completion of the patriarchal desire of ban damunbwa for a “strong nation.”
Also, the participation of some feminists, who defined “rape” as the patriarchal
oppression against women and yet relied on the reified gender dichotomy
between “men, the oppressor” and “women, the oppressed,” in the anti-refugee
cause reproduced the problematic dichotomy between “migrant men as sex
offenders” and “Korean women as potential victims.” In this article, I discuss
that the gendered politics of ban damunhwa as the product of neoliberal precarity
and dispossession became articulated into anti-refugee sentiments when meeting
with anxieties and rages that were identified as “those of women’s,” which in
turn ended up significantly (re-)producing right wing and “colonial” sentiments

essentializing “us” an em.
by t 1 (13 2 d “th ”

Key Words: ban damunbwa, anti-refugee sentiment, right-wing affect, patri-

archal state, gendered politics

Ut 6 | EFRtO] &St Olof o LISt It _ Moy 401



	타자의 본질화 안에서의 우연한 연대 : 한국의 반다문화와 난민 반대의 젠더정치
	1. 들어가며
	2. 우익 포퓰리즘의 젠더정치에 관한 논의들과 한국의 반다문화와 난민 반대
	3. “국민 먼저”의 전사(前史): 반다문화의 전도된 피해의식과 가부장적 국가의 복원
	4. “혐오가 아닌 안전”: 난민 반대의 본질화된 젠더 이분법과 가부장적·우익적 정동의 확장
	5. 나가며
	참고문헌
	Abstract


