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(Abstract)

Food, Minangkabau, and West Sumatra Province

Jeounghun JEONG

(Seoul National University)

This paper aims to provide an understanding of the major cities and
cultural resources of West Sumatra Province, Indonesia, in the context
of expanding exchanges between Jeonbuk-do and West Sumatra
Province in 2024. West Sumatra Province is the cultural homeland of the
Minangkabau people, who comprise 90% of the total population, and it has
developed distinctive food and traditional cultures centered around Padang
and Bukittinggi. Padang is recognized as the birthplace of Indonesia's
representative cuisine called "Padang food" and holds the symbolic
status of a "culinary city.” The Minangkabau people are characterized by
strong Islamic faith, a matrilineal kinship system, and exceptional culinary
skills. Bukittinggi, located on a plateau 900 meters above sea level, is a
historically significant city that served as the temporary capital during the
independence war in the 1940s. Strengthening exchange and cooperation
between the two provinces is expected to broaden mutual understanding
through their distinctive food and traditional cultures, and contribute to
establishing a new foundation for cultural diplomacy at the local level.

Jeonghun JEONG. "Food, Minangkabau, and West Sumatra Province." JISEAS Issue Paper No. 37. (16
July 2025) Jeonju, Korea.
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