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(Abstract)

A Cradle of Scholars in Korean Southeast Asian Studies:
The KISEAS Study Member Program

Kyunghwan Boo (Seoul National University)

Southeast Asian studies in Korea began to take shape in earnest during
the 1990s. Despite limited university education in the field, the steady
growth and development of the academic community was made possible
by a strong commitment to nurturing the next generation of scholars
from an early stage. Central to this process was the Korean Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies’ (KISEAS) ‘Study Member’ program. Graduate
student members broadened their perspectives beyond their own
areas and disciplines through seminars, and deepened their regional
knowledge and field experience through short-term training programs.
By participating equally in various academic events and initiatives of the
institute, they built collegial ties with senior scholars and internalized the
ethos of the academic community. Supported by extensive academic and
financial resources, many members went on to complete their doctorates
and assumed full membership, mentoring the next generation in turn.
This proactive, cross—institutional, and interdisciplinary model of academic
succession is rare in Korea and can be regarded as a model case for
establishing a virtuous cycle of scholarly growth and development.

Kyunghwan Boo. "A Cradle of Scholars in Korean Southeast Asian Studies: The KISEAS Study Member
Program." JISEAS Issue Paper No. 34. (4 June 2025) Jeonju, Korea.
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