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[Official result] Date 256 May 2023 100% vote counted

e Constituency MP lf  Party-list MP
g 3
5 Bhumjaithai 71

~ Pal
Sk | 39| 1 IR
United
"% = TR:JleNatlon - 13 36

Chartthaipattana New Party
Prachachart Thai Counties Party
Thai Sang Thai Fair Party

Chart Pattana Kla Palang Sangkhom Mai

Phue Thai Ruam Palang Theai Teachers for People

1
Seri Auam Thai Totn 500 MPS

New Democracy

(AHAL 1) 2023 59 149 2447
A I AA LY
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(Abstract)

2023 Thai General Election and Political Outlook

Hongkoo Kim

(Professor Emeritus, Busan University of Foreign Studies)

On May 14, Thailand held a general election. As a result of the general election,
the opposition Kau Klai Party(Move Forward Party) came first and Pheua Thai Party
came second. By building an opposition coalition around the two parties, it secured
312 seats in the House of Representatives and nominated Pita Limjaroenrat of
the Kau Klai Party as its candidate for the Prime Minister. However, in the first
and second joint sessions of the Senate and House of Representatives, Pita was
not elected the Prime Minister because he failed to secure a majority. Under the
current method of electing the Prime Minister, the Prime Minister can only be
elected with the support of a majority (376 votes) of both houses in a joint session
of the Senate and the House of Representatives (250 seats in the Senate and 500
seats in the House of Representatives).

After two unsuccessful attempts to become the Prime Minister due to opposition
from the Senate, which supported the old ruling parties, Kau Klai Party passed the
baton to the second party in the opposition coalition, Pheu Thai Party. However,
Pheu Thai Party broke with the previous opposition coalition, which excluded Kau
Klai Party and joined forces with the pro—junta Palang Pracharat Party, Ruam Thai
Sang Chart Party, Bhumjaithai Party. With the support of the Senate, Srettha
Thavisin of Pheu Thai Party was elected the Prime Minister with 482 votes, well
over the majority.

As a result, Pheu Thai Party allied with the military, a long—time political opponent,
in its quest for power. This has drawn condemnation from hardliners within Pheu
Thai Party and Kau Klai Party, as well as from civil society. The political situation is
expected to lead to further political instability.

Hongkoo Kim. "2023 Thai General Election and Political Outlook." JISEAS Issue Paper No. 26. (11
September 2023) Jeonju, Korea.
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